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FROM THE RECTOR: THE HARD WORK OF WAITING
Like most people, when the Advent looms fully into our view and the Christmas-themed commercials have been running for
about six weeks, my mind turns to mid-twentieth-century German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Bonhoeffer was a German pastor who is most remembered for his meditation on the Sermon on the Mount, titled The Cost of Discipleship, and for
being martyred by the Nazis after his connections to a plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler were uncovered. It is somewhat less
common knowledge that while in prison awaiting his martyrdom, he wrote a series of letters to his friend Eberhard that,
when published, decisively changed the course of twentieth-century theological thought.
But at this time of year, I think about him because of his remarkable series of Advent and
Christmas sermons. More than anything else, these sermons have helped me learn how to
keep Advent. Or even more, how to be changed by keeping Advent. As you may know,
Advent is a season that presses upon us the wisdom of waiting. Bonhoeffer calls waiting a
forgotten art and in an illustration of waiting for fruit to ripen, he says “Whoever does not
know the austere blessedness of waiting—that is, of hopefully doing without—will never
experience the full blessing of fulfillment . . . For the greatest, most profound, tenderest
things in the world, we must wait. It happens not here in a storm but according to the divine laws of sprouting, growing, and becoming.” 1
That seems right to me. For years, my default analogy for holy waiting has been the waiting of parents for a child to be born,
which is pretty Christmas-y in itself. But as any of us who are parents or who have known soon-to-be parents will know, the
waiting for a child to be born is not passive. It is not a matter just of taking deep breaths and trying to stave off boredom. It is
also concerted preparation, work, the collection of materials, the making of plans, the making of contingency plans, the making of backups to the contingency plans, forging relationships with a new support network, reading books, listening to the
wisdom of elders, and dreaming, dreaming, dreaming of what will be. But it is also just waiting.
The waiting that we do in Advent is also active, but it is not just the active preparation for Christmas. Advent waiting is a
double-waiting: for Christmas, yes, when we will remember when Jesus came to earth in the most improbable form of a
baby; but also for when Jesus will come again, making a new heaven and a new earth, bringing about the blessed consummation of all things. You will notice that the scripture readings for the first few weeks of this season don’t seem to have
much to do with Christmas. They are about the future, the work that God is going to do at the last.
And so our preparation isn’t only greening the church, grocery shopping, and buying gifts. It is not even completed by preparing our hearts for Christ to be born again in them. Advent also calls us to be preparing for that promised, and seemingly
long-delayed, second coming. For that time when the good of all creation is brought to flourishing by God, when the swords
are beaten into plowshares, when we, under the gentle love of Christ, will live together in peace, justice, and righteousness.
This, also, is what we are waiting for and what we are preparing for.
Waiting is hard and holy work. I look forward to doing it with you this month.
Yours in Christ,
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KEEPING THE SPIRIT OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
Field Trips inspired by St. Francis

Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 11
5 p.m.
Festive reception to follow
This candlelight service is a perennial
favorite among the people of St. Christopher’s.
Our annual candlelight celebration
includes Bible lessons that focus on the
images of creation, covenant and hope
that resonate throughout the seasons of
Advent and Christmas.
This message is echoed both in some of
our most treasured hymns, chants and
carols, as well as challenging and beautiful repertoire selected by our organist/
choirmaster Richard Sobak and sung by
our liturgical choir.
The freewill offering will benefit St.
Cyprian’s Food Pantry. Read more
about our partnership with St. Cyprian’s in the Service Corps Corner, p. 6.

Christmas
Eve
Saturday, December 24
Family Service
4:30 p.m.
Choral Eucharist
10:30 p.m.

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25
One service at 10 a.m.

Distraction with the material aspects of Christmas gift-giving is nothing new. In fact, it
was one of Saint Francis’s pet peeves. In an attempt to pull his neighbors’ attention back
the worship of Christ and the adoration of the Christ Child, he staged the first “living”
nativity scene (presepe vivente) in a cave in central Italy in 1223, hoping that the spectacle would give people something to talk about and reflect upon. The effect was, literally,
phenomenal.
Within a century, churches throughout Italy and Europe were producing static and pantomime manger scenes. Some of the finest artists and artisans in the world were commissioned to create public displays of the Nativity designed to inspire the Adoration of Christ.
Excess and even bad behavior did eventually creep into these practices, sometimes provoking political and religious leaders to ban crèches from public places; thus began the
tradition of the home nativity scene (bet you didn’t know that your table-top crèche was a
form of underground art!).
Whether elaborate or humble, publicly displayed or privately reverenced the image of the
Christ Child in the stable, sends a powerful message to us all, if we let it.

Here are two local opportunities to experience anew the wonder of
God’s arrival in the person of Jesus, and the amazing creativity that
his coming has inspired amongst us.

Neapolitan Nativity
Art Institute of Chicago, Gallery 209
November 22, 2016-January 8, 2017
This crèche made its Chicago debut in 2013, and is one of
the museum’s most impressive recent acquisitions. Numbering over two hundred individual sculptures, most outfitted in silk, it stages figures from Matthew and Luke’s
sacred story with the profane trappings of 18th-century
life in Naples, all in a Baroque cabinet. This is one of the
loveliest and most intricate nativity displays in North
America.

Art and Faith of the Crèche
Loyola University Art Museum
820 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago
December 6, 2016 - January 8, 2017
Adults: $9; Seniors: $6
Under 17: Free
Free on Tuesdays
Closed Sundays & Mondays
The story of Mary, Joseph, and the Christ Child has had a great appeal throughout the
world as a story of a family facing both hardship and hope. James and Emilia Govan
have gathered crèches from around the world and recently donated them to the Loyola
University Art Museum. This is a wonderful opportunity to meditate and reflect on the
story we share with Christians around the world, and to reflect on how different peoples
articulate aspects of the tale using culturally-specific artistic and artisanal techniques.

Please send articles for the Epiphany 2017 Messenger to news.stchris@gmail.com by Wednesday, December 21!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NOVEMBER
UPCOMING
24 THANKSGIVING DAY

EVENTS

ADVENT CRAFT NIGHT & SPAGHETTI DINNER

MORNING PRAYER AT 9:30 A.M.

25 PADS OVERNIGHT SHELTER—PARISH HALL
27 ADVENT CRAFT NIGHT & SPAGHETTI DINNER
4-7 P.M.

DECEMBER
3

MEN’S BREAKFAST
PARISH HALL

4

ST. NICHOLAS VISITS
BRING CHILDREN’S BOOKS FOR KIDZ EXPRESS TO
JOIN IN ST. NICK’S SPIRIT OF GIVING!
YOUTH PROGRAM COOKIE SALE TO BENEFIT THE
OPRF FOOD PANTRY

10

ST. C’S @ OPRF FOOD PANTRY

11

LESSONS AND CAROLS SERVICE AT 5 P.M.
RECEPTION TO FOLLOW



DEADLINE: DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

16

PADS OVERNIGHT SHELTER — PARISH HALL

18

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CAROLING

Sunday, November 27
4-7 p.m.
Exhausted after a weekend of turkey and starch?
Tired of football?
Can’t stand the thought of cooking …
Or cleaning another pan?
Paul Clark will take care of the pasta and red sauce.
Jen Enriquez will have fun crafts and projects to get children of all
ages in the spirit of Advent, and we can all unwind with our church
family.
Some can be completed on-site, but we will also help jump-start
those who would like to make “Reverse Advent Calendars:”we will
decorate boxes, and you can take them home insert a nonperishable item that can be used by our neighbors in need.
Let’s begin this season of hope and generosity together!

TIME AND MEETING PLACE TBD

20

FRATERNITÉ NOTRE DAME SOUP KITCHEN
10:45 A.M.—1 P.M

21

DEADLINE FOR MESSENGER SUBMISSIONS
SEND TO: NEWS.STCHRIS@GMAIL.COM

23

PADS OVERNIGHT SHELTER — PARISH HALL

24

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICES AT 4:30 AND 10:30 P.M.

25

CHRISTMAS DAY
ONE SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M.

30

PADS OVERNIGHT SHELTER — PARISH HALL

JANUARY
3

ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE
STCHRISOAKPARK@SBCGLOBAL.NET

9

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY OBSERVED
PAGEANT AT 10:30 SERVICE!

15

MARTIN LUTHER KING SUNDAY

20-21 ADULT FORMATION RETREAT
29

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Stewardship Campaign
Update
Thanks to all who have submitted their
pledges for 2017!
To date, we have collected 42 pledges,
representing $106,000 in anticipated income for the year. For reference, the
2016 projected income is $197,000.
Our budget committee will be meeting
shortly to solidify plans for next year.
If you have not yet turned in your pledge
cards, please prayerfully consider a contribution.
— Mara Maas and Clara Sage,
Stewardship Committee Co-Chairs

Please send articles for the Epiphany 2017 Messenger to news.stchris@gmail.com by Wednesday, December 21!
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NEW LEADERS OF FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH, 2016-18
St. Christopher’s has a long tradition of lay leaders taking an active role in the spiritual formation of
our young people. These adult members of our community will be sharing their time and talent with
the children and youth of St. C’s over the next two years.
Alex Baig—Grades 3-5
My husband and I are new to St. Christopher’s. We came because we were attracted by Wiggle Worship and the way it could
involve our eight-year-old in the liturgy. We come from a Roman Catholic background and so the liturgy and sacraments are very
important to us and for that reason, we believe they have to engage those of us in the congregation as more than just observers.
We feel it is important especially for children to experience the liturgy, not just watch it. It is also important to us to be part of a
church that is open and welcoming to people from all different backgrounds and lifestyles. We appreciate the comfortable size
and openness of the St. Christopher's congregation.

Demetra Koelling—J2A Sojourners

Along with our daughters Dani and Dallas, my husband Peter and I have been members of
St. Christopher’s since 2010. We began our family San Antonio, Texas, where we were active in our community and St. Thomas Episcopal Church. As the girls grew, and our travels
led us to other states, we were blessed to be a part of other church families (St. Margaret's,
Bellevue, WA; St. Mary's, Crystal Lake, IL; Good Shepherd, Denver, CO) I am delighted
to partner with Rich Cancellare to lead the Sojos.

Laura Kliewer— Confirm Not Conform
I have been attending St. Christopher's for 22 years, and during this time I have held various
leadership positions, including on the vestry. I regularly attend the 10:30 service, and you
will often see me behind the altar rail as a chalice bearer. I am passionate about our service
ministries. For many years, I was on the board of West Suburban PADS (now Housing Forward), and I continue to work a monthly shelter shift at St. Christopher's. I am currently the
coordinator of our partnership with St. Luke's in Renk, South Sudan; during the week, I
work at the nonprofit, nonpartisan Council of State Governments, with most of my time
spent as director of the Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail Commission.
I love music, and when my schedule permits, I have enjoyed joining the liturgical choir for
special services, including Lessons and Carols; my favorite service of the year may be the
Jazz Mass, led annually by my adult son, Devin Kliewer-Foster, who is a talented upright
bass jazz musician.
Although I haven't had much of a chance to get to know high schoolers since my son Devin aged out of that group, I
have always enjoyed connecting with young people and have a high respect for them and the issues they are faced
with. After prayerful consideration, I felt that working with the CnC group was something I could and should do. I
hope in some small way to help these young people on the cusp of adulthood draw together to consider and grapple
with life challenges and their spiritual journeys.
Profiles of additional formation leaders were published in the Late Pentecost issue of the Messenger.
Please send articles for the Epiphany 2017 Messenger to news.stchris@gmail.com by Wednesday, December 21!
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VIEW FROM THE VESTRY, MEETING OF NOVEMBER 15, 2016
Responding to the Election
A long discussion regarding the results of the presidential election occurred at the beginning. Parishioners at the November 13 service expressed concerns about the election results, and how St. Christopher’s would respond. It was decided that it would be useful for the parish to have open discussion sessions regarding parishioners’ feelings, which will
be scheduled in the near future.

Finances
John Hillman, who manages the investments of St. Christopher’s, was a guest at the meeting to discuss asset allocation
in the parish endowment. Previously the goal was to invest 70% in equities and 30% in bonds, but we have invested in
real estate by providing a housing down payment for Eric, which functions like a bond, and so it is no longer possible to
maintain that balance. The Vestry unanimously voted to proceed with John’s recommendation that we invest in 55%
equities and 45% bonds. Other financial discussion included the fact that there is a budget deficit of $6800 year-to-date,
but this deficit is expected to become a small surplus, because there are multiple one-time pledges that are usually fulfilled at the end of the calendar year.
In addition, Eva Pearson conducted an internal audit of the St. Christopher’s finances, which meets diocesan guidelines. Her report is expected soon.

Partnership with St. Luke’s, Renk and Grace, Oak Park
Review of past events included the visit from Bishop Joseph of Renk, South Sudan, on November 4. In the past, we
have partnered with our neighbors at Grace Church in providing financial assistance to this diocese, and previously had
tried to purchase a sound system for St. Luke’s in Renk to help spread the Good News on Sundays. This project unfortunately did not reach completion for a variety of reasons. Bishop Joseph reiterated the continued need for this system, not
only as a means of spreading God’s word, but also as an asset that could be rented to provide a sustainable income
source for the parish. Upon hearing this need, a generous Grace parishioner wrote a check to revive the project, matching funds that we had previously set aside for this purpose. While these funds were not sufficient to purchase the system
outright, Bishop Joseph was confident he would be able to raise the rest while still here in the United States. To expedite
the process for him, the Vestry conducted an email vote prior to the scheduled meeting, and unanimously approved the
release of the funds for this purpose. Further, at the regular Vestry meeting, it was decided that St. Christopher’s will
continue our partnership with St. Luke’s in Renk, at the current level of $2500 yearly, although we will need to find a
third partner because Grace Church has decreased their contribution, and may not continue the partnership beyond next
year.

Ongoing Projects
Other discussion included continuing work on upgrades to the church lighting, and plans for an outdoor columbarium to
replace the existing one that is housed in the altar of the Mary Chapel. The meeting concluded with prayer.
The next monthly meeting will be on December 13, 2016.
Respectfully,
Hal Rees
Junior Warden, for the St. Christopher's Vestry

Thinking about the election?
Emotions are high for many of us following the presidential election. St. Christopher's will host several opportunities in the
coming weeks for people to gather for informal, largely unstructured but respectful conversation about the election, our feelings, and our faith.
The first of these were held on Sunday, November 20 and Tuesday, November 22.
Further opportunities will be announced as they are scheduled and will continue for as long as they are necessary. It helps to
talk. It helps to listen.
Whether or not you are able to attend, consider reading/watching this message of “encouragement and challenge” from Jeffrey
Lee, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago and/or viewing this post-election video message from Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church.
Please send articles for the Epiphany 2017 Messenger to news.stchris@gmail.com by Wednesday, December 21!
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SERVICE CORPS CORNER
The Service Corps offers opportunities for our members to be involved in ongoing acts of service.
It strives to be multi-generational, with its efforts distributed toward serving and caring for our church community,
our local community and the neighboring communities beyond us.
Since its August meeting, the Service Corps has been busy
addressing needs within our church family and beyond. For
example, transportation has been arranged for parishioners to
attend church services, doctor’s appointments and social
gatherings. Meals have been organized and prepared and visitations arranged for those dealing with chronic illness. We
pay particular attention to the needs of long-standing members Dan and Rachel Bergstrom as they adjust to Rachel’s
terminal cancer diagnosis. Dan has set up a Caring Bridge
account, www.caringbridge.org/visit/ellenrachelbergstrom to
share information and seek help. We also hold space in our
hearts for Evette Little, Thomas and Alex Gary as they and
we grieve the passing of their daughter and sister, Maya. A
memorial service will be held at Grace Episcopal Church,
December 17 at 2 p.m.

new socks and underwear for both men and women would be
appreciated as well.

Our service to the community at-large continues with our
regular monthly involvement at the OPRF Food Pantry,
Housing Forward Shelter support and Fraternité Notre Dame
Soup Kitchen. We appreciate the tremendous support of Harrison's Meats in providing meat to the St. Cyprian's ministry
for the last several years. It has closed shop in Oak Park, and
for the time being we will put our monthly contribution to
this ministry in cash toward the purchase of food from the
Greater Chicago Food Depository rather than in goods. We
will work with the St. Cyprian’s leadership to establish next
steps. We continue to maintain the Prevail Back-to-Work
Clothes Closet, which is looking for the following donations:
men and women’s winter coats and sweaters, men’s belts,
shoes, slacks, shirts, suits- large sizes preferred. Donations of

Beyond our borders, we rejoice in our renewed Diocesan and
congregational partnership with St. Luke’s parish, Diocese of
Renk, South Sudan. We look forward to finalizing the details
of purchasing a sound system for St. Luke’s, with the help of
Grace Episcopal Church. This system will be instrumental in
expanding their ministry, as they will use it internally for
services and also make it available as a rental for special
events.

The Second Annual OPRF Blanket and Sleeping Bag Drive
recently engaged 12 collection sites, including our own
church, and collected more than 500 new and gently used
items. Everything has been distributed to Housing Forward
and Fraternité Notre Dame, to be put to use at shelter sites, in
supportive housing and as a means to engage with the chronically homeless living on the streets.
We continue to participate in conversations with faith communities in Chicago and the western suburbs via our memberships in the Leader’s Network (via Deacon Sue
Youngblood) and the Community of Congregations (via Father Eric Biddy, who serves on its board).

Looking to get involved, but don’t know where to start?
Check out the matrix on the bulletin board to see where you
fit in, or contact Laura Jordahl, Coordinator.
And come to our next quarterly meeting: February 19, 2017,
after the 10:30 service!
— Laura Jordahl

DECEMBER 4TH
CHRISTMAS COOKIE FUNDRAISER FOR THE OPRF FOOD PANTRY
The youth will be baking cookies with Grace Episcopal youth groups on December
3rd, so the cookies will be fresh and delicious!
Of course, we'll make lots so everyone can grab some! If you are interested in making an order, volunteering to help bake cookies, or you have a specific dietary need
(gluten free, etc.) please e-mail Natalie at youth.stchris@gmail.com.

BOOK DRIVE
Every year on the Feast of St. Nicolas, we collect gifts
for people in need. This year, we are gathering new
children’s books to share with Kidz Express, an Austin
nonprofit that provides kids in Austin with a safe place
to learn and grow. Bring some of your favorites!

THANK YOU TO









our delegates to the diocesan convention: Bill Pearson, Laura Kliewer and Sheryl Roche.
Clayton Thomason for serving as supply while Eric was on vacation.
Laura Kliewer for facilitating the Evening Prayer program on November 4 for Bishop Joseph.
St. Christopher’s Liturgical Choir under the direction of Dr. L. Richard Sobak for the providing the music during
Evensong on November 6.
our Lectionary bloggers: Sheryl Roche, Kelly Clissold and Emily Culbertson.
Emily Culbertson for coordinating support for St. Cyprian’s Thanksgiving Baskets for their food pantry.
The Boltes for hosting Foyers on October 29.
Mary Gearing and Laura Jordahl for coordinating the Blanket Drive, and our generous blanket donors
Please send articles for the Epiphany 2017 Messenger to news.stchris@gmail.com by Wednesday, December 21!
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Visit with Bishop Joseph Garang Atem
It was a blessing to worship with Joseph Garang Atem, Bishop of Renk, and members of Grace Oak Park on November 4.
Bishop Joseph brought good news from St. Luke’s, which continues to bring the Word of God to the people of Renk Town, including refugees, internally displaced persons and those who have always called Renk home. They currently have a weekly Sunday attendance of between 150 and 200 worshippers.
Mother Grace
St. Luke’s has a new priest, Mother Grace. She has been assigned to serve in
the absence of Mother Alice, who has been in Juba, first to support her husband during his last months and then during a traditional time of mourning.
Mother Grace had been a leader in the congregation of St. Matthew’s Cathedral in Renk Town. Bishop Joseph has great faith in Mother Grace’s gifts and
her ability to lead the people of St. Luke’s. This month, they have been participating in the Diocese of Renk's Week(s) of Witness, when church members conduct house visits to share messages of hope and faith with their
neighbors, believers and non-believers alike.
Ministry and Self-Reliance
Beyond hearing about the ministry of St. Luke’s, we learned about the work
that some of the other diocesan churches are doing to serve the people of
Mother Alice praying inside the frame of
St. Luke’s church building, September 2012.
Renk: operating health clinics, schools, farming initiatives, job training and
Neighboring houses are visible in the background.
literacy programs for women. Renk Theological College has produced seven
new priests in 2016! Many of these projects are funded in part through partnerships with churches in the Dioceses of Chicago and Virginia. Bishop Joseph has a strong vision for helping the churches and
people of Renk become "self-reliant." He described a number of microfinance projects, including guest houses, restaurants and
farms, which generate income and contribute to social and political stability in the area.
Sound System: Logistics and Financing
For several years, we have been working to help Bishop Joseph and Mother
Alice implement their plan to purchase a sound system to be used in weekly
worship services, and which can be rented out to groups as a source of income
for the church. There have been both logistical and financial hurdles to leap,
but we now foresee being able to purchase and deliver a sound system to St.
Luke's in 2017. We have now secured pledges and donations of nearly $10,750
of the $12-13,000 required for the project; $5000 was pledged by a generous
donor from Grace Oak Park, and $5000 has been pledged by the vestry on behalf of the people of St. Christopher's. Some additional people from both St.
Christopher's and Grace have indicated a willingness to help financially with
the sound system purchase and shipment.

KEEP THE MOMENTUM GOING!
If you would like to help finance this project, please contact either Father Eric or
Laura Kliewer
Checks may be made out to St. Christopher's
with "St. Luke's, Renk sound system" in the
memo line.

Companionship—Partnering for the Future
Since Bishop Joseph's visit, the Diocese of Chicago has voted to continue its companionship agreement with the Diocese of Renk (as well
as the Diocese of Southeast Mexico), and our vestry has voted to renew
our partnership with St. Luke's, and to continue to support the St.
Luke's at an annual rate of $2500. Grace Oak Park has chosen to reduce
its annual financial support of St. Luke's, and may not continue its partnership beyond 2017, so it may be wise to search for a third local partner church.
In the meantime, members of Grace and St. Christopher’s will be gathering on November 30 to determine immediate next steps for ordering
and transporting the long-awaited sound system.
Please continue to keep St. Luke's, Renk and South Sudan in your
prayers, and join us in celebrating its people and its ministry!
Bishop Joseph visiting the children of St. Luke’s, shortly
after the completion of the new church building in 2013.

Many thanks to Laura Kliewer for her steadfast work in leading our
partnership with St. Luke's.
— Wendy Norris

Please send articles for the Epiphany 2017 Messenger to news.stchris@gmail.com by Wednesday, December 21!
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